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 Free Elective (FE) Courses offered by Arts Departments 

 

Department & 

Course Code 
Course Title Quota 

Chinese   

CHI2112 Chinese Phonology 8 

CHI2114 Modes of Chinese Writing  4 

CHI2115 Research Methodology and Bibliography in Chinese Studies  8 

English   

Nil   

Cultural Studies   

CUS3309 Film and Cinema Studies 5 

CUS3359 Introduction to Performance Studies 5 

CUS3132 Cultural Transformation in Modern China 5 

History   

HST1151 History of Modern East Asia 5 

Philosophy   

Nil   

Translation   

TRA2102 Introduction to Interpreting (E-C) 2 

TRA2103 Introduction to Translation (C-E) 3 

TRA2104 Introduction to Translation (E-C) 3 

Visual Studies   

VIS2202 Philosophy of Visual Art 2 

VIS3002 Light Art 2 

Wong Bing Lai Music and Performing Arts Unit  

MPA2001 Creative Instrumental Ensemble 8 

MPA3001 Musical Expression in Film and Theatre 8 
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Course(s) offered by the Department of Chinese 
 
Course Code: CHI2112 
Course Title: Chinese Phonology 音韻學 
Course Description: This course aims at enhancing students’ understanding of Chinese 

phonetics and phonology, in order to improve their ability to use the 
Chinese language.  Teaching content includes phonology of modern 
Chinese and historical phonology. 
本科旨在透過音韻學知識的傳授，提高學生的語文能力。課程內容
涵蓋現代漢語音系學及歷史聲韻學。前者介紹現代漢語的語音結
構和粵語語音；後者講授上古音及中古音的音理及其研究情況。 

Credit(s): 3 
Instructor(s): Prof HSU Tzu Pin/ Dr SIU Yan Ho 

 
Course Code: CHI2114 
Course Title: Modes of Chinese Writing 各類文體習作 
Course Description: This course offers an introduction to various kinds of Chinese writing 

through practice. It aims at enhancing students’ writing skills, enabling 
them to acquire the capability to write with a sense of propriety as well 
as personal style. 
本科旨在透過各體文類的寫作，提高學生的書寫能力。課程內容包
括：各體文類的介紹及寫作；文學創作類如詩歌、散文、小說；論
說文類如說明文、議論文、書評；實用文類如新聞稿、演講辭、特
寫的寫作訓練等項。 

Credit(s): 3 
Instructor(s): Dr SIU Yan Ho/ Prof GONG Haomin 

 
Course Code: CHI2115 
Course Title: Research Methodology and Bibliography in Chinese Studies  

研究方法與參考文獻 
Course Description: This course provides thorough training in research methodology and 

an introduction to bibliography with reference to the study of Chinese 
language and literature. It also familiarises students with the use of 
reference works. The course aims at enhancing students’ 
understanding of research process and their abilities of independent 
thinking and self-learning. The course covers topics such as an 
introduction to different kinds of dictionaries, indexes, lists of books or 
articles, historical chronologies, local chronicles and gazetteers, 
chronicles of particular writers, Leishu, Zhengshu, electronic resources, 
and an approach to the collection, description and analysis of data in 
the field of language and literary studies, etc. 
本科教授學生研習中國語言及文學的方法和文獻學知識，並讓他
們熟習運用工具書。旨在加深學生對學術研究過程的認識，提高他
們獨立思考和自學的能力。課程內容包括：介紹各類型工具書，如
辭書、索引、書目及論文目錄、年表曆表、地方志、年譜、類書、
政書，以及電子資料；搜集及分析資料的方法等。 

Credit(s): 3 
Instructor(s): Prof WANG Chunhong/ Mr CHING Yik Tan/ TBA 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Course(s) offered by Department of Cultural Studies 
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Course Code: CUS3309 
Course Title: 
Course Description: 

Film and Media Studies 
This course seeks to help students understand how a film 
conveys its meanings by surveying key developments and 
debates in film theory. It is an introductory study of film with 
a special emphasis on the perspectives of cultural studies. 
Students are provided with the basic concepts and tools 
needed to appreciate and criticize films on substantial 
grounds. Concepts are explained with concrete examples 
from different cultures from Euro-American to Asian. 

Credit(s): 3 
Instructor(s): TBA 

 
Course Code: CUS3359 
Course Title: 
Course Description: 

Introduction to Performance Studies 
Introducing students to both the specific concepts and the 
broadly conceived notions of “performance” in the arts and 
social life, this course examines performance studies from its 
intellectual roots of theatre and anthropology through the 
fundamental concepts such as play, ritual, and performativity 
to the critical analysis of the act of performing, performance 
processes, global and intercultural performances. The multi-
disciplinary nature of performance studies lets students adopt 
cross-cultural perspectives on rituals, games, drama, dance 
and music, as well as “performance” in everyday life, and to 
give them practical experience of how one builds up a public 
identity through performance. 

Credit(s): 3 
Instructor(s): Prof YOON Soo Ryon 

 
Course Code: CUS3132 
Course Title: 
Course Description: 

Cultural Transformation in Modern China 
This course aims at introducing the major cultural changes 
that have been taking place in China since the late 19th 
century. In order to equip students with a background or 
contexts to understand such changes, a brief social and 
political history of modern China will be introduced in the 
beginning of the course. Topics related to cultural 
transformation to be discussed may include nation building 
and nationalism, tradition and modernity, intellectuals and 
the masses, urban-rural migration and its socio-cultural 
consequences, gender and sexuality, class and ethnicity, 
consumerism, ecology, media and popular culture, languages, 
university and education, and changing ideological and 
cultural values and beliefs. This course will be taught in English 
but students are required to have a working knowledge of 
Chinese. 

Credit(s): 3 
Instructor(s): Prof IP Iam Chong 
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Course(s) offered by Department of History 
 
 
Course Code: HST1151 
Course Title: History of Modern East Asia 
Course Description: This course introduces the history of modern East Asia.  While 

focusing principally on China, Japan, and Korea, we will also 
address Taiwan, Macau, and Hong Kong in relation to the major 
themes of the course.  These themes include the evolution of 
East Asia’s relationship with the Western world, intellectually 
and politically; the Chinese-Japanese relationship; contrasting 
pathways of change; transformation and conservatism in 
cultural identity and social values; and tensions between 
colonialism, nationalism, and independence.  Analysis of 
these themes will occur at three levels: dynamics of continuity 
and change within individual East Asian societies; intra-
regional interactions and formation of East Asia as a region and 
an identity; and East Asia’s role in the world as a player and as 
an idea.   

Credit(s): 3 
Instructor(s): TBA 
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Course(s) offered by the Department of Translation 
 
Course Code: TRA2102 
Course Title: Introduction to Interpreting (E-C) 
Course Description: This is a foundation course that introduces students to the basic 

concepts of interpreting as well as to the fundamental skills of sight 
and consecutive interpreting from English to Cantonese. 

Credit(s): 3 
Instructor(s): Dr TONG Man 

 
Course Code: TRA2103 
Course Title: Introduction to Translation (C-E) 
Course Description: This course introduces students to the general approaches and the 

specific methods for translating Chinese into English. Emphasis will be 
laid upon developing students’ English writing abilities so as to sharpen 
their skills in Chinese-English translation. After building up a solid 
foundation of knowledge, students will be introduced to some basic 
techniques in specialized translation in areas such as the arts, the 
media, business and popular culture. 

Credit(s): 3 
Instructor(s): Prof BAI Liping/ TBA 

 
Course Code: TRA2104 
Course Title: Introduction to Translation (E-C) 
Course Description: This course introduces students to the basic skills and techniques for 

translating from English into Chinese. Extensive practice and in-class 
discussions will be conducted to enhance the quality of students’ 
Chinese writings. Texts of various genres will be introduced, including 
literary works, business correspondence, journalistic writings, and 
government documents. Through critical textual analysis, students will 
learn how to identify the main features of Chinese and English writings, 
and thus formulate effective strategies in coping with translation 
problems. This course prepares students for more specialized 
translation courses. 

Credit(s): 3 
Instructor(s): Dr TANG Kin Ling/ TBA 
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Course(s) offered by Department of Visual Studies 
 
Course Code: VIS2202 
Course Title: Philosophy of Visual Art  
Course Description: The course is an introduction to philosophical thinking about the 

visual arts. One part of the course is devoted to issues concerning 
the visual arts in general. The other part is devoted to issues 
concerning particular visual arts such as painting, drawing, 
sculpture, architecture, photography, and film.  

Credit(s): 3 
Instructor(s): Prof DE CLERCQ Rafael E.P. 

 
Course Code: VIS3002 
Course Title: Light Art  
Course Description: Light illuminates humanity throughout history. From the sun, to 

fire, to artificial light; from the symbol of the divine to the dream-
like vehicle of enlightenment; from sensory perception to our 
understanding of the universe: light as a source of energy fuels the 
world. It determines our sense of space, time and mood, and is the 
driving chord of modern life. Light is an immaterial medium crucial 
to Visual Art. It governs color principles, and thus conditions 
different modes of expression and perception. Painters like J.M.W. 
Turner, Claude Monet, Georges Pierre Seurat and Trophime Bigot 
focused on experimenting with and depicting different light 
sources through oil pigment. Op Art artist like Bridget Riley and 
Victor Vasarely studied and explored optical illusion using various 
patterns and color combinations. New media artists Jim Campbell 
and Bruce Nauman played with different combinations of LEDs 
and Neon tubes. Contemporary artists James Turrell and Olafur 
Eliasson have constructed numerous light installations that 
explore the relationship between light and space. All these art 
explorations provide innovative perspectives for understanding 
images within the context of different optical conditions. This 
course provides an introduction to the history and politics of light, 
including the philosophy, science and art. Consisting of lectures, 
experiments and a guided practice, students will group into teams 
to complete a creative light project. 

Credit(s): 3 
Instructor(s): Ms SO Wai Yi 
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Course(s) offered by Wong Bing Lai Music and Performing Arts Unit 
 
Course Code: MPA2001 
Course Title: Creative Instrumental Ensemble 
Course Description: This course provides an opportunity for students of all 

backgrounds and skill levels to learn to make music together in a 
creative yet disciplined manner. Whether students have had no 
music training or extensive musical experience, whether they 
prefer popular or classical styles, whether they enjoy music from 
Western or Chinese or other cultures–all students will learn 
together how creative ensemble (group) music-making works, 
why it is unique, and what can be gained from engaging in it. 
Students will not only develop a greater appreciation for music 
generally, but also learn to understand the particular benefits and 
challenges of making music creatively, and together with others. 
The course provides students with knowledge of the different 
contexts and styles of ensemble music, as well as practical training 
in the skills needed for any type of group music-making. This focus 
on the creative and ensemble aspects of music-making is equally 
accessible to all students; those who already play a musical 
instrument will not have any advantage. 

Credit(s): 3 
Instructor(s): Dr IP Kim Ho 

 
Course Code: MPA3001 
Course Title: Musical Expression in Film and Theatre 
Course Description: This course provides students with the tools to experience music 

in film and theatre more fully through understanding its usage and 
adaptations. It does not require any previous experience in music, 
film, or theatre, and those with such background will not have any 
advantage, though it may be of particular interest to them. Film 
will be the primary medium within which music will be examined, 
while its roots, parallels, and contrasts with music in theatre will 
also be explored. The course enables students to understand both 
how music can be used by, and created for, film and theatre. In so 
doing, the course enhances students’ ability to appreciate the 
meanings expressed by music, by film, by theatre, and by music in 
film and theatre, as well as to analyse the cultural and social 
contexts within which these meanings are constructed. 

Credit(s): 3 
Instructor(s): Dr IP Kim Ho 

 


